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US Marines’ Toys for Tots and Jane Adaams Hull House

Benefit From AIRE Member Generosity
Wheaton, Ill. (January 29, 2010)—In the spirit of helping those less fortunate and in keeping with the 2009 holiday season, members of the Association of Industrial Real Estate Brokers (AIRE) made generous donations to the U.S. Marine’s Toys for Tots campaign and the Jane Adaams Hull House in Chicago late last year.


In total, AIRE members attending the last Fall meeting of 2009 and the Holiday Party in December contributed almost $2,500 in cash, 40 plus bags of grocery/food items and 200+ toys, enough to fill more than one dozen large “Santa-sized” bags.

For Jane Robins, the 2009 President of AIRE, the generosity of the association’s membership was particularly gratifying. “In our area and across the country, 2009 was a challenging year for so many people,” Robins said. “With our own industry facing its share of issues, it could have been just as easy to retreat from giving as generously as in years past. But our members came through to help those truly in need.”

The co-chair people for the annual food and Toys for Tots drives are Sheri Tantari, The McShane Companies, and Elise Couston, Paine/Wetzel ONCOR International, Inc., with significant contributions from their internal staffs. “We certainly want to commend Sheri and Elise and all those involved in coordinating these drives and in contributing generously to these causes,” Robins said.

AIRE has been sponsoring the food and toy drives for nine and 12 years, respectively. Since 2004, the Food Drive has raised almost $10,000 in cash donations and more than 300 bags of food items; the Toys for Tots campaign has raised more than $20,000 in cash and “a staggering” amount of toys.

  The Association of Industrial Real Estate Brokers is the largest industrial based real estate brokerage association in Illinois. AIRE has more than 425 members including brokers, sales people and associates from related real estate firms. Its members command more than 90% of all Illinois industrial brokerage transactions. Founded in 1956 to improve communication among brokers, the group is dedicated to strict ethics, moral conduct, professional education, technological advances and cooperation between industry professionals.
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